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ALLIES GAIN ON TWENTY-MILE LINE IN WEST;
~

CAPTURE 20,000 UNWOUNDED WAR PRISONERS
BALKAN SITUATION !

REMAINS PUZZLE
Roumanja Has Already Mobi¬

lized, and Greece Is Tak¬
ing Similar Action.

MAY YET BE SMOOTHED OVER'

Bulgaria Declares Its Mobiliza¬
tion Not Intended as of Ag¬

gressive Character.

Si-ptcmhT 26..The situa-
'."ii in tlip Balkans and Bulgaria's in-
: "nitons still are swrroundu<1 with tnys-,
lor'- Bulgaria, which had be*n defl-'
r111»¦!-. placed on th" side of the central
pou ers .is the result of recent news

from Soofficially informed the en-

t'-n*e pnwers to-day that her mobiliza¬
tion was in the national lute-rests and
hart not the slightest aggressive char-
act" r.

The Bulgarian Premier. M Bado-
slavoff, In an Interview with the Sofia
correspondent < f the Berlin Tagesblatt,
r*lt orated this statement, but it is
noteworthy that while he said the
measu re was not directed against
Greece or notjnanin, he omitted Serbia,
attack? upon which have '>eeri con-
-vrt'-red to be the intention of the Bul-
gartan government in their effort to
retrain Macedonia.
Such an attack it is pointed out,

would bring Greece to the side of her
ally. and. as in the last Balkan war.
On « ce, S' rb I a and posslblv Itoumania,
would he found opposed to Bulgaria.
Koumanla has already mobilized, and
Greece !« taking similar action. The
conclusion therefore has been drawn
her'- that they, at least. fear that Bul¬
garia has aggressive designs. if not
against Greece, then against Serbia.
KINfi AM) PIIKMIKR

( o>ii'osi: inkki:uiixcbs
Kinu Constantino and the Greek

Promi^i M. Venizelos, apparently have
entirely composed the differences which
led to their separation when the
Premier early in Tim war wished to
join the allies against Turkey. .

The whole matter mav^ vet bo
smoothed over, as Bulgaria Is continu¬
ing h<r negotiations with the entente
powers, th> Bulgarian minister at
I'etrograd having had a Inns confer¬
ence with th.. Husslnn Foreign Mini?-!
ter. M Sazonoff, while trie ministers at
other capitals insist that the Bui-
v'.'!rf*..s would not fisrht agalnrt their
old friends. Great Britain and Bussia.

< »n the other ham), the Aust ro-Gor-
rntn offensive against Serbia, which
s-ems !ii lia vr been delayed. might light
the torch which would set the whole
It.-. Ik a ns a fla me

lit I.«, \H1A \ MOIIII.r/.ATION
MIT AX OFFKWS1VF. ACT

I.'iNDf'N. September 26..The Bul¬
garian government this morning offi-
clallv communicated to the powers a

note stating in the most categorical
fashion, that the mohiliy.aiion of the
Bulgarian army was ordered in the
national interest, and that it had not
tlie slightest offensive character.
The text of the note is virtually the

s:ime as the wording of the semiofficial
statement issued at Sofia. September
2o which said that "the entry of Bui-
garln Into a state of armed neutrality
|s explained by chance^ which recently]
occurred hi the political situation." and
that "Bulgaria has not the slightest
agsiresslve intention, but is firmly re-

solved to ho fully armed to defend her
rights and independence." j
The official note to the powers Also

was dispatched from Sofia on Septorn- j
her S3, so that it was framed before
Greek mobilization had been decided
upon.

Dr. Ghonndleff. ex-Bulgarian Foreign
Minister, whose inclusion in the Sofia
Cabinet is reported to be a possibility
has been known lately for his pro-en¬
tente views and it Is believed here that
unless he was certain of the govern-
ment continuing its good relations with
the entente powers he would not have
assured them of his support.

MOnll.IEATION COXSTITI TKS
l»RKVi:\TIVE JIKASUHHS

LONDON, September 2<"»..A dispatch
from Athens to the Exchange Tele-
graph Company says:
"The Bulgarian minister to-day de-

clared that the mobilization of the Bui- i
garian army was not directed toward
nny attack against Greece or Serbia,!
but that it constituted preventive mens-
tircB In casi» Austro-Germnn troops
should advance as far as Vidln."

Vldin. ts a fortified town of Bulgaria
on tho Danube, 130 miles southeast of
Belgrade. Serbia. It would be the tirst
Bulgarian town to be reached t»y the
Austro-Oerman force®, should the j-re-
dieted Teutonic ndvnncc toward Con-
stantinople in aid of tho Turks, suc-
reed in crossing the northeastern cor¬
ner of Serbia.

forckd to adopt
armkd neutrality

AMSTERDAM (via London), Septem¬
ber 26..Tho Bulgarian Premier, .NT.
Radoslavoff. in an Interview given the
correspondent of the Berlin Tageblatt
nt Sofia, confirms the statement made
in the semi-official note issued at Sofia
on September L'3. that Bulgaria had]
been forced to adopt armed neutrality
owing to the development of political1
iand military events In the world war, j"

(Continued on Second Page.)
" J

Passengers Burnea
to Death in Hay Car

Yaqui Indians Apply 1 orch to
1 rain in Which I here Arc
Women ana Children.

RAN I>IK<JO. September 20..Eighty
pusxeiivers of a Southern-Paclllc Mexl-;
can train wem thrown into a. car con-i
tiilninu liny, and lh<- car set oti tire by!
a band of Ya<|Ul Indians on Friday near
Torres, Sonora, according to radio ad-j
vices received here to-day from 11 .. r -

mosillo, via Guayanius.
Only twenty passengers have been;

accounted for thun far, the others hav- |iiiK been burned to death.
The Indians, according to the report,

numbered about sixty, and were de-
sorters from one of the Mexican Yac-
tional armies. They tlrst derailed the
train, which was running from Campo |
Verde to Torres, after which they
placed the passengers, most of whom
were women and children. In the hay
'car, and applied the torch. So far as
is known no Americans were on the
trains.

6. A. R. AT WASHINGTON
Thousand* Alremly nt I'npltnl for For-

ty-Nlnth Anntinl Reunion Which
neKlaa To-Dnjr.

Washington. September 2f..Wash-
inirton welcomed to-night thousands of
the Grand Army of the Republic ho«t
arriving for the torty-ntnth annual re-
union which begins to-moirow, and
will reach a climax on Wednesday,:
when survivors of the L'nion army
march from the Capitol to the White!
ilo'!«e In commemoration of the grand
review after the close of the War
Mctween the States President Wllron*
will review the parade from a craii*!
island erected in front of the White
House, where President Johnson stood
in l<f!5 to review the conquerinc army
of th" N'orth About TO.000 veterans,
it is estimated, will participate in the
celebration.
To-morrow twelve vessel?! of the

I'nited States Navy, submarines and
destroyers, ordered here by Secretary
I»:tnlels for the occasion, will arrive
These vessels, all of a type unknown
in Civil War days, will be open .'or
Inspection by ihe veterans, and d*'lydemonstrations will lie given by the
naval oflicers for th- instruction of »hc
visitors.

ELECTRIC CAR HITS AUTO
'I'hrrf Orrupnutn of Mnrhlnr K11 Ir rl nt

llond (rnniilnc Near
Kenoshn, Wis.

[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]KENOSHA, WIS., September 26..[Three men were killed tills afternoon
when a train on the Chicago and Mil-
waukce Klectrii- Lino ran into an au¬
tomobile at a Hurllngton road crossing
near Kenosha. The dead:

Fred Metton, aged 23.
Fred R. Prott, aged 2f>
Anothony Czarkowiski. aged 21.
The men killed were occupants of the

n utomobile.
Passengers in the car were thrown

from their seats and several of them
were slightly bruised. The motorman
said he did not see the automobile until
it flashed in front of him at the cross¬
ing.

MUNITIONS SHIP SAILS
Stfnmfr Tuscnnln, Carrying T.OOrt Tons

of Wnr Materials, Drains
Trip (O (illlNRIItT.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
NEW YOKK. September 26..Th«-

steamship Tuscania, loader! with 7,000
tons of war munitions ami general mer- '.
chandise, sailed to-rlay for Glasgow.
She was delayed twenty-four hours on
her last westward trip, due to stop-
ping in midocean and rescuing passen-j
gers from the Greek liner Athinai. She
had n very small passenger lisi, and
carried only three Americans, two in
the second and one In the third cabins.
Another vessel to leave New York!

to-day was the Atlantic Transport liner jMinnehaha, loaded with freight and!
horses, but carrying no passengers.

HESPERIAN EVIDENCE
' j

Special Srnlnl llim Contain! i>k Kmc-
mfiil* of Torppiln I'tckcil Cp on
l)eek Arrives on l.lner Cymric.

NBW YORK. September^ 26..The
White Star liner Cymric, which arrived
here to-day from Liverpool, brought
a speclnl sealed bap- containing matter
for delivery to the British cmbnssy in
Washington. It was said that the bag
contained fragments of the torpedo
picked up on the dcck of the Anchor |line steamer Hesperian, sunk nenrly
four weeks aco in the war zon.e. to- I
gether with additional letters and ,ifi-
davits relating to the case of James P. jJ. Archibald, the American corros-
pondent who was Ambassador Dumb&'s i
messenger.

MRS. ASTOR BECOME^ NURSE
She I.eares for French Const to Join

StntT of Duchess of West¬
minster Hospital.

[Special Cable to The Times-Dispatch.]
ROMS. Soptember 26..Mrs. John

Astor has taken up nursing and has
left for the French coast to Join the
staff of the Duchess of Westminster
Hospital.

IT PAYS TO TRAVEL YORK RIVER I,INE
To Baltimore and beyond. Kxcellent ateam-
er service. Only $2.50 one way; JC60 round
trip. Delightful aa.il up Chesapeake Bay.

Four Members of Anglo-French
Commission Will Leave

for Chicago To-Day.

TERMS VIRTUALLY SETTLED.
Entire Tentative Program Sub¬

mitted to London and Paris
for Approval.

NEW YORK. September 26..The An-
glo-French Financial Commission and
Eastern bankers have rcachcd a vir¬
tual agreement on the details of the
proposed half-billion-dollar credit loan
to Great Hritain and France. Four
members of the commission will leave
here to-morrow afternoon for Chicago
to confer with Western bankers over
the tentative terms.
Following arc the details of the loan

upon which th« commission and the
backers of Eastern States are in vir¬
tual accorfl:
The amount.approximately $590,000.-

000.
The securities.joint Anglo-French

notes'.
The interest rate.5 p^r cent, to

yield the investor about 5 1-2 per cent
by the notes beincr offered at slightly
un'ler p?.r. A conversion privilege at
maturity of the notes.the holder lo
receive cash or joint Anglo-French !lf-
teen or twenty-year bonds bearing 4 1-2
per cf.nt interest.

It became Known to-nicht also that
the entire tentative program had been
submitted to London and Paris, and
that the attitude of the home govern¬
ments so far as disclosed is one of ap¬
proval. It is assumed yiat the Par-
liainent of both Great Hritain and
France would have to authorize the
issuance of th>- loan.
TENTATIVE A tilt EE >1 EXT

EXPECTED TO STAND
If Western bankers are In accord¬

ance with the tentative agreement
which the Eastern financiers and the
commission have reached an under-
standing, the program will stand, bar-
ring unforeseen developments and Its
final adoption is as good as assured.
This assertion was made to-night by an
American financial who had boon of tho
inner circle throughout the period of
negotiations:
A member of the firm of J. 1*. Mor¬

gan «C- f'o. will be in- Chicago at the
fame time as the members of the com¬
mission It was said.
Conferences of the loan commission¬

ers in Chicago are expected to last
several days, li is impossible, however,
that the time limit may be extended
to a week, and that th^ commission
mr.y find it necessary to journey to tho
Paofile Coast.
Rankers from Minneapolis. Kansas

Sity, Denver. St. Paul. Cleveland, Mil-
waukee and other Middle Western and
Far Western cities will be invited to
attend the Chicago conferences.
PERSONNEL OF PAHTY

NOT yi;t DICCIDKI)
I'eside Lord Reading. chairman of

the commission. Sir Henry Babington
Smith and Basil P. Rlackett and Krnest
Mallet, will probably make the trip
The exact personnel o? the party had
not been decide'! upon lite to-night.
Octave Romberg and Sir Kdward

llelden probably will remain in New
York for® further conferences w ith
Knstern bankers.
On behalf of the commission, .Mr.

Rlackett to-night save out tiie fol¬
low ing statement: j. We have spent much of our time
.Mure arrival it: studving conditions in
the country, and have conferred with
many bankers and business men. We
are now derirous of meeting some of
the leading: men of affairs from other
great ccnter^. and for that purpose the
chairman of the commission and some
other members of the commission will
start for Chicago to-morrow. We have
been greatly pleased with the active
and cordial desire for co-operation
shown by diverse interest* throughout
the country, onci \*e feel contldent that
an arrangement will be effected for
the attainment of the common ends
sought, namely, to preserve and main¬
tain intornation.nl trade between the
Un;ted States of America on the one
hand and vJreat Britain and France
on the oilier by the removal of the im¬
pediments which arise from instability
in the >-ate of exchange."

1c was definitely stated to-night that
th« Anglo-French commission would
mane no stops on its way to Chicago.
Tt was also frankly admitted that the
purpose of the commission in trans¬
ferring its activities to the Middle
Western city was to dissipate any im¬
pression that J. l\ Morgan & Co. was
"running the show."

BALDWIN PLANT SOLD
Control of i.ncomolU e Works Obtained

by diaries >1. Schwnli find I>n
P«»iU I'o*' iler ('onipnny.

PHILADFMMIIA. September 2fi..-
Control of the Baldwin Locomotive
Works in tiiis city has been ontained
by Cliarles M. Schwab,* of the Rethle-
!iem Steel Company, and the Du Pont
Powder Company interests, according
to well-authenticated reports here to-
nlght
According to the reports, which could

not lie confirmed to-night, the loco¬
motive works will be reincorporated
and converted into a plant for the man¬
ufacture of war munitions, railroad
onu'P'oent and general steel products
in association with the Bethlehem Steel
Company.

NO WAR ON NORMAL1
Austria Protests Solely Against
Economic Life of United States

Becoming "Militarized."

REPLY TO NOTE OF AUGUST 12

Washington Officials Manifest
Little Interest in Continua¬

tion of Controversy.

AMSTERDAM. September (via
London The Austro-Hungarian gov-

ernment, acpording to an official t-le-
Kram received here to-day from Vienna,
lias in reply to tlio American note of

August 12, relative to the manufacture
of ammunition in the United States,
reiterated the position taken in its
protest of June 29.
The reply affirms that Austria-Hun-

pary never intended to imply that it
expected Washington would forbid
American citizens to do a normal traf¬
fic in war material with the enemies of
the dual monarchy, but solely pro-
tested against the economic life of the
United States being made subservient
to the production of war material on
the greatest possible scale, whereby the
United States became "'militarized."
CONFUTES IIKKKRK.NCK

OF V. S. TO PRECEDENTS
The note proceeds:
"According to paragraph? 2 and 3 of

the preamble of The Hague convep-
tion Xo. 13, of 1907. and supplemented
by the general principles of neutral-
ity. the Austro-Hungarian government
considers the concentration of so much
American energy on one aim: namely,
the delivery* of war material whereby.
although not intentional, but, in fact.
effective support is rendered one of the
belligerent parties, is a " 'fait nou-

I veau*' (departure), which confutes the
reference of the United States to sup-
posed precedents.

The dual government is further of
the opinion that the excessive export
of war material is not admissible, even
if it is exported to countries of both
belligerent parties.

Th<» above mentioned fait nouvoau
should be sufficient, reason for altering
the existing practice of the United
Slates in regard to its observance of
neutrality
CAN OPEN' WAY FOR COMMERCE

WITH THE CENTRAI, POWERS
'The suggestion of the Austro-Hun¬

garian government on the question of
the supply of war materials was in¬
tended to prove that it is in the power
of the United States to open the way
for commerce with the central powers,
because this possibility h is been pre¬
vented by the entente powers by meas¬
ures which even the government of the
United States regards as illgal.
"The reference by the United Stotes

to the Boer War is less apposite since
At that time Kngland did not prohibit
commerce and. therefore, there was no
question of the commercial isolation of
South Afiica."

OFFICIALS MAMFFST
I,i rTl,K I.MTKIIKST

WASHINGTON. Sfptemhcr 2i»..The!
reply of Austria-Hungary to the Amer-
lean note on shipments of war muni- jtiens has not reached here. Officials
manifested Jittle interest in the contin- !
nation by Austria of the controvei sy,
the view being held that so far as the
United States} is concerned the inci-
dent has closcd.

LAUGH WAY TO SUFFRAGE
!>IIIy Irw In Marts on Her Smlllnc Pil¬

grimage in Cnuse of Volf<
for Women.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch.J
NKW YORK. September 26.May

Irwin is ccrtain- women can laugh
their way to suffrage.
"The wny to win a man," she snvs. "is

to ket p nim ir. pood humor, and there
is nothing so contagious as laughter.
Laugh, and the men laugh with you."

Miss Irwin ought to know, for she
has been laughing all her life. Her
molto is "laugh down the pests," and
she has started on her smiling pll-
grimage in the cause of suffrage for
her sex. The question comes up before
the voters of New York in November,
and it's to he a crusade of laughter.

"That's why we are sure to win."
says Miss Irwin, "we are simply going
to laugh our way into our rights, and
we are going to make the men laugh
with us.

"You don't believe It? Well, just
you wait until November 2, and seo
what a woman's laughter can do."

WARSHIPS IN RESERVE
Three 'Irnnaferred From First l.lne |

Fleet lleenuxe of I.nek of
Trnlncd Men.

PHILADELPHIA. September 2K..j
The battleships Wisconsin. Ohio and
Missouri are to be transferred from the
(lrst line fleet to the reserve, because of
lack of trained men, it was mid t.;-
day at the Philadelphia Navy-Yard.
The pressing need of more men for the
new Dreadnoughts was given an the
reason for the withdrawn] <>: i large
number from each of thes-j \ups.
The Ohio and Missouri were Vuilt in

1300 aim the Wisconsin in IS?.*

RIF.OKR'S.GRIM. ROOM.Rl'KGKR'H
Harry Meyers, clever eabnret entertainer.Grill ltoom to-night, 9 till midnight.

Anglo-French Forces Begin Great Drive
From the North Sea to Swiss Frontier

TXVK.WV Ihiiunnnil mi lTiiundeil
(.rrniau |irlNnnrr.<i rml itn iin-

cMlmiiteil number of ilcml mill
i>ouniled on lintli nldeft in the loll
tnken In tlio flrnt two rinj*' drive
of (hr A nuIo-French fori'i'», who
have begun n urent nlTcnttlvr niove-

mt-iit iilnnt; tlit* Hfhlrrn battle line,
tvlllch rilrnih from (lie North Sen
tu the SivNk frontier.

Two (tlstlovtlvr operation?* nrr
ii nilit wn.v, mir north of \rrn.s nnil
thr other in the t humpiilSlie rrglon,
nhllr there hiiM lirrn mi Inccnnnnt
Iiotii hii rilme ii l uIuiik nlnioHt (lit* en-

tiro front.

Iloth the llrltlNh nnil French linvr
lieen Niiccennful. carrying trenrhm
extending ovrr n dlntnnce i>f twenty
in 11 cm, ii 11 it tit deptlin varying up to
I\mi nnil ii hnlf inllen. It Ih oM'u lnlly
reported. both from Parln nnil l.on-
ilnn. t Ii ii t the ntlvnnce In Ntlll lirln?
rontlnunl, nnil that the ground
gnlned In n Inrcr mrnKurr hnn been
brlil nnil conNolldnted.

fieri I n ndmltN the retirement of
the (irrnnin force* nt >nrlou* points,
lint minimize* the renult of the cn-

gngementn.

For nevcrnl week* Ilrttlnh nnil
French nrtlllcry hnve been poiind-

Inu IUtitI) nnil ei utlsiiiounly nt the
tier inn ii line. The [nninril mitve-

ment of the III I'll ntr> began Nntiir-
dny morning. 11 hen t IioiiniiiiiI' of nl-
lieil troop* thrcu thcmnelie* nvcnlimt
the t.ermnn trciiclien, In which,
though buttered nnil torn lit lii'iivy
shells. the <<ernmn.s waited. hating
Ioiik expected the onslaught. Much
of tin- II Ii 11 ii !. iin« nt clone riinge.
Iiniid-to-hniiil eneiiiinterN lielnn enr-
rled from treneh to trench. The
Ii ell v i iirtillcr,* continued to pour
fourth ii rnln of lienvj projectile*,
ivlillt- u\tutors took the nlr to direct
the lighting, mill thi'liifirlveii enKUK<'il
In mnn.\ coiiiliii tn.

In mldltlon to hinliie cnptureil
Soiiche/.. n uuich-dlnpoteil point of
vnn tngc. the French linte succeeded
In forcing H pnnnnge tf the grout
nerlon of trrnchex nnil fort I lien t Imin
In < linmpiiKiie, between Auhorixo
nnil \ Hie Sur Tonrlic, driving the
t .'crmuii* to the Kfennil line of
IrenvlieNi two or three iiiIIcm to the
renr. Thin offensive In ntlll In
proKrem.

The flrltlnli gnlnn hnve .'icon mnde
to the north of Arrnn. They hnve
tnken tlie town of I<no* nnd the
iliinrrlen nortbwont of IIitlliM'h. nnil
hnve compelled the (iermnnn tn drniT
on their reserve* to check the nd-
vn nee.

ALLIES CONTINUE TO GAIN
E

New Progress to North of Arras Re¬
ported in French Oflleial

Statement.

SOUCHEZ VILLAGE CArTlRED

Enemy Suffers, by Fire and In
JIand-to-Hand Struggles, Very Im¬
portant Losses.Considerable Ma¬
terial Left in Abandoned Trenches.

PARIS. September 26..More than 12.-
000 Germans were taken prisoners by
the Frt nch in a terrific battle yester-
riay in the Champagne district of
I'ranee. act'ortlinc to an official state
ment to-day hv the French War De-
partment.
French troops penetrated the Ger¬

man lines along a front of fifteen miles
and for a depth at some places of 2 1-2
miles, the announcement said. Stub¬
born fighting continues to-day in the
Champagne sector.
The statement follows:
"In Aitois we maintained during the

nipht the positions which wo yester¬
day won. These include the Chateau de
Carleul, the cemetery of Sonche/., arid
the last trench which the enemy con-

tin,led to occupy to the eant of the forti¬
fied position called "the laItyrin'he."

"In the Champagne, stubborn fluht-
ing continues on the whole front. Our
troops have penetrated the German
linos along a front of 25 kilometers (fif¬
teen miles) for a depth varying from
one to four kilometers. Our troops in
the course of the night maintained all
the positions conquered.
"The number of prisoners actually,

enumerated ex-ecds 12,000.
"Kxeept for one surprise action of

our artillery on the German works
in the repion of Illinois, in the :'an
de Sapt, there is nothing to report on

the rest of the front."
TAKK MONK Mi l X 20.000

vxwot x Dion 1'it i so x r. it s

On the western front the British and.
French have captured in two days more
than 20,000 iinwounded prisoners, ac¬

cording to French official communica¬
tion issued to-night.

N'ew progress by the French troops
to the north of Arras also is report¬
ed: Souchez being stormed and cap¬
tured.

in Champagne the allied forces still
continuo to gain ground.
The statement follows:
"Our attack to the north of Arras

has realized fresh progress. Wo have
occupied by sheer force all the village
of Souchez and have advanced toward
the east in the direction of Oivenchy.

".Mora to the south we recaptured La
Folle and pushed to the' north of Thelus
as far as the destroyed telegraph. We
took in the course of this action about
1,000 prisoners.

"In Champagne our troops continue
to gain ground. After having crowed
on nearly the whole front extending
between Auborive and Ville Sur Tourbo
the powerful network of trenches, pass¬
ages. small forts and shelters perfected
by the enemy during long months,
our troops advanced toward the north
compelling the German troops to fall
back on their trenches of the second
position, from three to four kilometers
to the rear. The struggle continues on
the whole front.
"We have reached 1,'Kplne de Vode-

graiiKC and passed the cabin on the
road from Souain to Somme-Py and the
hut on the road from Souain to Tahure.
More to the east we are holding the
farm of Maisons do Champagne.
"The enemy has suffered by our fire,

and. in hand-to-hand struggles, very
important losses. lie left in the works
'which he abandoned considerable ma-
ur1"1 v'hlvh has not yet been inven¬
toried. Mready the capture of t.venty-
four fie t guns is recorded. The num¬
ber of pi Isoners Is increasing stendlly,
and Is actually rroro than 16,000 men,
not wounded, of whom at least 200 are
officers. i

|PIERCE GERMAN LINES
| DISTANCE OF 4,000 YARDS
British Forces Capture Trendies on

Front of Over Five
Miles.

HOLD ALL GROUND GAINKD

Town of Loos in Possession of Knp-
lish. Quarries Northwest of Hul-
lurli Won nn<l French l&unbled to
Make Further Progress.
LONDON, September 2«i..British

forces having assumed the offensive in
Northern France, captured on Satur¬
day five miles of German trenches soli Hi
of La Bassee Canal and east of Ver-
melles, according to a report of Field
Marshal Sir .John French, made public
to-day by the British official press
bureau. At some places the British
troops penetrated the German positions
for a distance of 4,000 yards.
The British soldiers capiured the

western outskirts of llulluch, tin.- vll-
lape of Loos, and the mining works'around it. and Hill No. TO.
The text of the report of the Brit¬

ish commander-in-chief in Franco fol-
lows:
"Saturday morning wo attacked the

enemy south of La Bassee Canal to
the east of Grenay and Vormelles. We
captured his trenches on a front of
over five miles, penetrating his lines
in some places for a distance of 4,000
yards.
"We captured the western outskirts

of llulluch, the village of Loos and the
mining works around it. and Mill No. 70.
ATTAC K (IKAWS STRONG

ItlOSlOlt VK OK KNKMY
"Other attacks were made to the

north of La Bassee Canal which drew
a strong reserve of the enemy toward
the point of the lino where hard fight¬
ing occurred throughout the day with
varying success. At nightfall, our

troops north of the canal occupied their
positions of the morning.
"We made another attack near Ilooge

on either side of the Menln road.
"An attack north of the road suc¬

ceeded in occupying Bella waerde farm
and ridge, but this subsequently was
retaken by the enemy.

"In the attacks to the south of the
road, we gained fiOO yards of the
enemy's trench and we consolidated the
ground won.
"The reports of captures up to the

present include about 1,700 prisoners
and eight guns, besides several machine
guns, the number oi which is not yet
known.
"The report in Friday's German com¬

munique that we attempted to make
an attack on the previous day south of
La Bassee Canal and which broke down
under hostile artillery tire is false. No
attack was attempted."
IIKITIMI HOLD GltOt;.M>

(iAI.VRD ON SATI'lt DA V
The British forces fighting iti France

still hold all the ground they galnert
Saturday from the Germans, except to
the north of Loos, according to an
official communication issued to-night.
The town of Loos is being held by th-a
British, the quarries northwest of llul¬
luch have been captured, and tho
French on the British right have been
enabled to make further progress, the
statement says.
"There ban been severe lighting to¬

day on the ground won by us yester¬
day, the enemy making determined
counterattacks east and noitheast of
Loos.
"The result of this lighting Is* that,

except just north of Loos, we hold all
the ground gained yesterday, including
the whole of Loos Itself.
"This evening we retook the quarries

northwest of llulluch. which we won
and lost yesterday. We have in this
righting drawn in the enemy's reserves,
enabling the French on our right to
make further progress."

FIRST OFFENSIVE
i MO VEIN MONTHS
AGAINSTEERMANS

Follows Several Weeks Al¬
most Incessant Shelling

of Enemy Lines.

WARSHIPS BOMBARD
POSITIONS ON COAST

K Advance Continues, Teutons
May Be Forced to Yield

Verdun.

FIKRCK FIGHTING IX PKOGKKSS

British Push Forward Gives Them
Possession (>f llontl Fifim

IiCiis to Vja Itassee.

I.ONDON', September 26..German

I trenches along a front of twenty miles

between 'be Melnian mast and Verdon,
and tnore tbnn 20.000 unwouuded pris¬
oners. besides thirty-two field jjuns and

many machine nuns have been captured
by the British and French armies in
the first offensive movement on the
western front in months. The allied

drive began Saturday mornintr. and the
lighting continues.
The offensive followed a several

weeks' almost incessant bombardment
of German positions .with bis snns,
which late last week increased in in¬
tensity. particularly in the sectors
where the infantry attacks took place.
Simultaneously with the drive of tho
armies. British warships and French
and Belgian batteries heavily bom¬
barded the. German positions on the
coast between Zcebruggo and Nieu-
port.

Thfl French, who have the most im¬
portant. Kains to their credit, made
their chb'f onset against, the German
lines around Perthes. Beausejour and
Stiippes and Champagne, where in De¬
cember they made, a considerable gain
of ground, and also north of Arras,
where Souchez was stormed and cap-
t tired.
A I.I.I GS COVTIMIK TO gaiv

(.IUM .M) IX ril.\ MIVWiNB
Tho French communication to-night

snys tho allied forces continued to gain
ground in 'Miampagne. With tho ad¬
vances thus recorded. this offensive has
given the French possession of more

territory thnn thoy had retaken from
the (.iortnans since tho latter dug them¬
selves in after the hattl<- of t e Marne.

According to the French account, the
Germana were- driven out of tlieii*
trenches over a front of more than
llfteen miles, varying in depth from
two-thirds of :i mile to two ami a half
miles. The French in this engagement
captured 12,000 prisoners. Apparently
the advantage is being pressed still
further, as the French communication
makes only the briefest mention of
the operation.
The importance of this gain lies in

jtho fact that every yard of .ground
taken in this region weakens the Ger¬
man position around Verdun, from
which tho German* might he com¬
pelled to retire should the French suc¬
ceed in making any 1"in the. advance.
The French also have :;tormed and

captured Souchez. and trenches east of
the "Labyrinth" in the Arras district.
which was lh>* scene of much heavy
lighting eailier in the year. There the
Germans had built what they consid¬
ered almost Impregnable fortifications,
lilt ITISK CO-OI'F.lt ATR

IX AITACK OX TRKXGIIES
This attack was made in co-opera¬

tion with the British which attacked
on either side of La Bassee Canal. The
attack to the south of the canal was.
Field Marshal Sir John French reports,
a complete success Trenches five
miles in width, and about -1,000 yards
in length, were taken at this point.
This push forward gives the British

possession of the road from Lens to
La llassee, which was used by the
Germans for moving troops and sup¬
plies north and south, and threatens
to outflank the German troops* which
hold the town of Lens.

Kill No. 70, one of the positions
taken on the road, is less than a mile
directly north of T.ens, while Hulliieh.
which also fell into the hand:* <>f the
British, is at the end of the road near
La Bassee. It is only twelve miles
from Hulluch to Lille, tho capital of
Northern France.
North of the canal, the British, al-

j though they fought all day yesterday,
were unable to hold the ground gained,
land had to fall back to the trenches,
which they had left in the morning.
The attack, however, accomplished one
purpose, as, accoidlng to Field Marshal
French. German reserves were sent to
check this move, thus giving the Brit-

j Ish south of the canal an opportunity
to consolidate their now positions un-
molested.
MMH.AIt .MAXKIJVKH

X10A It TUB MKMX KOAD
A somewhat similar maneuver took

(place to tho north and south of the
Monin road, east of Ypres. and tho re¬
sults were the same. North of tho
road, the British woro unable to hold
the ground taken, while to the south,
they gained about 600 yards of the
German trenches and consolidated the
ground won. So far as Is reported, tho^British look 700 xirisoiiers with thirty-


